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Allotment Chairman to return to court for JUDICIAL REVIEW 

of Eastleigh Borough Council allotment rent increases

Alex Mullins, Chairman of Eastleigh & District Allotment Association, is due to return to court following his successful request for a Judicial Review of Eastleigh Borough Council’s policy on allotment rents.

Mr Mullins who brought the issue to court back in February 2012 sought to have Eastleigh Borough Council’s decision to increase his allotment rent by 60%, taking the annual fee from £25 to £40, over turned. Mr Mullins’ argued that while he wasn’t against the rent increase in principal, it was the rate by which it had been increased he found unfair and unjust.

Mr Mullins said, “While I understand we are in a time of austerity and councils must find funds where possible, it seemed incredibly unfair for allotments to be subjected to a 60% increase in rent, while other recreational activities in my borough were only subject to a 9%.”

My Mullins won the initial case he brought in the County Court, but an Appeal lodged by Eastleigh Borough Council was subsequently allowed.  In effect neither side had won nor lost the case, meaning Mr Mullins’ only course of action left was a Judicial Review. 

The Judicial Review is now awaiting listing for hearing at the High Court in London, where Mr Mullins will be seeking for the court to impose an order on all Local Authorities to increase allotment rents in line with other recreational activities. 

Explaining further Mr Mullins said, “It is estimated that allotments holders pay in excess of £20m in rents per year. The recent trends of Councils across the country to increase rents is resulting in Councils seeking to get an extra £30-50m per year by increasing rents by up to 130% per year. For people who are retired or on low incomes, these kinds of increases cannot be justified, and I fear for the future of allotment gardening.”

Mr Mullins, a regional representative for the National Allotment Society, is acting independently in this case, but hopes the outcome will set a precedent, which will favour the UK’s 330,000 allotment holders.

For further information on Alex Mullins and his case please see http://a2q.co.uk 
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For media enquires contact Alex Mullins on 07799 691 608 or email allotment@a2q.co.uk
Validation of Judicial Review approval   -  

http://a2q.co.uk/pdf/JRnotice1-3.pdf
For information on Eastleigh & District Allotments Cooperative Association
http://www.eastleigh-allotments-association.org.uk/
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